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<Abstract>

Rousseau’s Educational Thoughts in
Naturalism and its Implications for

Current Children’s Education

Sook-Yi, Kim

The purpose of this study is to understand and analyze the natural education
doctrine of Jean-Jacques Rousseau by focusing on what meaning of natural
education and its implications for current children’s education.

Rousseau advocated a return to nature and a natural approach to educating
children, called "natural education”. The opening lines of Emile not only set the
tone for Rousseau’s educational views, but for many of his political ideas as well.
To Rousseau, naturalism meant abandoning society's artificially and
pretentiousness. A naturalistic education would permit growth without undue
interference or restrictions.

According to Rousseau, natural education promotes and encourages qualities such
as happiness, spontaneity, and the inquisitiveness associated with childhood. In his
method, parents and teachers allow children to develop according to their natural
abilities and do not interfere with development by forcing education upon them or by
protecting them from the corrupting influences of society. Also, the meaning of
nature is the principle of life, a principle of natural growth to a human being, a
concept of natural unfolding echoes and the ethical, theological meaning.

Finally, Rousseau developed the basis of modern democracy and the growth of
democratic citizen on the naturalistic education from the inborn character which
provides its implications for current children’s education.

Key words: natural education, child-centered education, democracy whole—child

education



